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and wait the event, for it presently went all over
the neighbourhood that the young widow at captain

---------'s was a fortune, that she had at least 1500L

and perhaps a great deal more, and that the captain
said so; and if the captain was asked at any time
about me, he made no scruple to affirm it, though
he knew not one word of the matter, other than
that his wife had told him so; and in this he thought
no harm, for he really believed it to be so. With
the reputation of this fortune, I presently found
myself blessed with admirers enough, (and that I
had my choice of men,) as they said they were,
which by the way confirms what I was saying be-
fore; this being my case, I who had a subtle game
to play, had nothing now to do, but to single out
from them all, the properest man that might be for
my purpose; that is to say, the man who was most
likely to depend upon the hearsay of fortune, and
not inquire too far into the particulars; and unless
I did this, I did nothing, for my case would not
bear much inquiry.

I picked out my man without much, difficulty, by
the judgment I made of his way of courting me : I
had let him run on with his protestations that he
loved me above all the world; that if I would make
Mm happy, that was enough; all which I knew was
upon supposition that I was very rich, though I
never told him a word of it myself.

This was my man, but I was to try him to the
bottom; and indeed in that consisted my safety, for
If he balked, I knew I was undone, as surely as he
was undone if he took me ; and if I did not make
some scruple about his fortune, it was the way to lead
Mm, to raise some about mine; and first therefore,
I pretended on all occasions to doubt his sincerity,
and told him, perhaps he only courted me for my